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About the Study Trip 

 

The Reanimation Package of Reforms, Centre for Democracy and Rule of Law and Prague Civil Society 

Centre are seeking applications to attend the “Ukrainian Reforms Study Trip”, hosted in Kyiv, Ukraine, 

from 23-29 April 2017.  

Participants will meet lead civil society representatives and experts driving Ukraine’s post-Euromaidan 

reforms, analyse recent progress and discuss the future path of reform.  

Much of the reform within Ukraine is still a work-in-progress, with many necessary initiatives unfinished. 

However, significant achievements have been secured in a relatively short space of time. A broad alliance 

of civil society organisations, experts and reformers in parliament and government are continuing to 

devise various strategies and tactics to push forward with their comprehensive package of reforms. This 

progress has been achieved despite strong resistance from vested interests and bureaucratic hurdles. 

We are inviting activists, opinion-makers, experts and independent media from Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia to visit Ukraine to learn first-hand how a broad alliance of civil society is working to make 

Ukraine a state: 

 With fair justice, economic and political competition 

 Without corruption and the abuse of power 

 Where every citizen knows – and can exercise – their rights 

 Where the authorities, political parties, media, and non-governmental organisations are effective 

and accountable to the public 

Participants will also be able to develop relationships with fellow democracy activists from different 

countries and engage in critical reflection, dialogue, experience-sharing and knowledge dissemination, 

with the aim to stimulate fact-based, collaborative and strategic thinking on solutions for the future of 

the region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Who can apply? 

 

Applicants should be experts in their field, have substantial experience in civil society, and a proven track-

record of working to promote democracy, counter corruption, advance open, just and fair societies, and 

promote the principles of human rights and individual freedoms.  

We are particularly interested in applications from: 

 Civil society activists 

 Policy practitioners and experts in the fields of political reform, governance and anti-corruption 

 Human rights defenders and independent lawyers  

 Researchers and analysts from think tanks and independent research organisations 

 Democracy scholars 

 Business and labour leaders 

 Journalists, online activists and bloggers 

There are a total of 25 spaces available, with five slots reserved for representatives from each of the 

following countries:  

 Armenia 

 Azerbaijan 

 Belarus 

 Kazakhstan 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 

To foster a cross-border and cross-disciplinary atmosphere, the group will be selected to ensure a 

mixture of professional and national backgrounds.  

The seminar will take place in Russian. Fluency in Russian is therefore necessary. English language skills 

would be an advantage but are not a precondition for selection or participation. 

Selected participants will be expected to produce some output as a result of their study trip (e.g. a report, 

article, blog post, presentation for activists in their home country). 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Provisional Agenda 

 
Sunday 23 April 

 Arrivals, welcomes and introductions 
 
Monday 24 April (Day 1): Anti-corruption & politics 

 Presentation of the Reanimation Package of Reforms (RPR) and anticorruption reforms 

 Meetings with representatives of the newly established anti-corruption institutions 

 Visits and meetings with prominent anti-corruption NGOs, representatives of open data 
initiatives and experts on state financing of political parties 

 
Tuesday 25 April (Day 2): Anti-corruption & public sector 

 Anticorruption reform discussion (continued from Day 1) 

 Discussion on public administration reform and administrative services 

 Visit to the new Center for Administrative Services 
 
Wednesday 26 April (Day 3): Law & judiciary 

 Discussions on justice sector reform 

 Meeting with the RPR group on judicial reform 

 Meeting with representatives of the Public Integrity Council 

 Meeting with CHESNO: Filter the judiciary! (civic movement) 

 Meetings in government ministries and with new patrol police officers  
 
Thursday 27 April (Day 4): Local government & decentralization 

 Local self-governance and decentralization reform  

 Field visit to a successful amalgamated communities 

 Meeting with members of local councils and local activists 
 
Friday 28 April (Day 5): Donbas, human rights & freedom of speech 

 Discussion of the situation in Donbas 

 Discussion of human rights, media reform and freedom of speech 
 
Saturday 29 April (Day 6): Free day 

 Free day (no organised activities). Departures possible on this day.  
 
Sunday 30 April 

 Departures possible on this day as well. 
 
Throughout the week, participants will have the opportunity to present information and details on the 

situation in their home countries. Participants will be asked to work in national groups to prepare joint 

presentations for the rest of the group.  

 



 
 

 

Application process  

 

Please complete the attached application form, including a letter of motivation, your CV and contact 

details for at least three individuals who can provide references about your work (we do not need to 

receive recommendation letters, just names of your references, their organisation and contact details).  

Applications should be completed in either Russian or English and submitted by Monday 20 February 

2017 to email address: reforms.studytrip@gmail.com   

Participants will be selected on a competitive basis. A selection committee will evaluate participants based 

on the relevance of their civil and social activities, and an assessment of how the participant will use the 

information, knowledge and contacts they will gain during the trip to share information among relevant 

audiences in their home country. 

 

Costs & remuneration 

 

The trip is free of charge to selected participants. In addition, the organisers will cover the following 

costs:  

 Flight ticket to Kyiv (local transport costs in the country of origin will not be covered). Visas 

should not be necessary. If a selected participant does require a visa, the organisers will provide 

assistance. Details about visa requirements are available here: http://mfa.gov.ua/en/consular-

affairs/entering-ukraine/visa-requirements-for-foreigners  

 Accommodation in a twin room (shared with one other participant) with breakfast included 

(arranged and booked by organisers). Participants can cover the difference in price if they would 

like a single room. In which case, the organisers must be informed at least two weeks before the 

start of the trip.  

 Participants will be provided with 500 hryvnia (approximately 18 USD) per day to cover their 

own local transport, lunch and dinner costs. A welcome dinner will be provided on the first day 

of the seminar, but participants will need to cover the cost of all other meals.  

 Participants will receive 550 hryvnia (approximately 20 USD) for transport to/from Boryspol 

airport in Kyiv and instructions for the most suitable transport options regarding transfers 

between the airport and hotel. 

Any other expenses must be covered by individual participants. 

 

 

mailto:reforms.studytrip@gmail.com
http://mfa.gov.ua/en/consular-affairs/entering-ukraine/visa-requirements-for-foreigners
http://mfa.gov.ua/en/consular-affairs/entering-ukraine/visa-requirements-for-foreigners


 
 

 

Organisers 

 
Reanimation Package of Reforms 
 
The Reanimation Package of Reforms is the largest coalition of leading non-governmental organisations 
and experts from all over Ukraine who have pooled their efforts to facilitate and implement reforms. 
The RPR functions as a coordination centre for 72 non-governmental organisations and 23 expert 
groups, which develop, promote, and control the reforms.  
 
The RPR’s mission is to turn the public into a subject of policy-making, promote and control the process 
of reform, and organise public awareness campaigns regarding the transformation of Ukrainian society 
at home and in the international community.  The priorities of the RPR activity for 2016-17 cover seven 
major areas: judicial and anticorruption reforms, decentralization, reform of public administration and 
law enforcement agencies, change of the election law, and key economic transformations. 
 
Website: www.rpr.org.ua/en/ 
 
Summary of Ukrainian reforms (as of November 2016):  
http://rpr.org.ua/en/news/the-biggest-achievements-of-the-ukrainian-reforms/ 
 
 

Centre for Democracy and Rule of Law 
 
The Centre for Democracy and Rule of Law (CEDEM) is an independent think tank that focuses on 
independent media development, anti-corruption actions, and supporting civic initiatives. The Centre is 
working to implement systemic reforms in Ukrainian media and judiciary, protect the right to freedom 
of speech and access to information as well as helping various socially important projects in partnership 
with other organisations. Additionally, CEDEM conducts education projects aimed to develop journalism 
and civic society in Ukraine. 
 
Website: http://cedem.org.ua/en/ 
 
 

Prague Civil Society Centre 

 
The Prague Civil Society Centre supports civil society across Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central 
Asia through grant making, capacity-building and a research and education programme. The Centre 
works with human rights and environmental organisations, activist groups, independent lawyers and 
attorneys, online activists, researchers, journalists, bloggers, artists, film-makers and other creative 
professionals to build an open society and promote the principles of human rights and freedom. 
 
Website: www.praguecivilsociety.org  
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Confidentiality & exposure 

 

During the trip to Ukraine you will meet many participants who are active on social media and well-

known within civil society and, possibly, with the wider public. The trip may also include meetings with 

Ukrainian journalists and other public figures. Therefore, if you would like to attend but are concerned 

about visibility or exposure, please let us know in your application form. We understand that for some 

applicants appearing on social media or talking to journalists may be too sensitive and we will take steps 

to help prevent unwanted exposure. 

 


