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The full-scale war in Ukraine has be-
come the cause of the worst events in its 
history since achieving independence. 
Still, at the same time, the airspace clo-
sure for civil aviation and the effective 
maritime blockade of its ports have 
become a prerequisite for a swift quest 
to improve the capabilities of Ukraine’s 
land ‘gateway’.

Launched in May 2022, the EU’s 
Solidarity Lanes initiative helped create 
alternative logistics routes and urgently 
eliminate border transport delays. The 
joint Ukrainian-Polish Open Border project 
helped develop ad hoc solutions to 
increase the capacity of border crossing 
points between the two countries.

BUT THE MOST TANGIBLE PROG-
RESS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF BOR-
DER CROSSING POINTS (HEREIN-
AFTER — BCP) AND IMPROVEMENT 
OF BILATERAL TRADE CONDITIONS 
OCCURRED IN THE ROMANIAN DI-
RECTION, WHERE STAGNATION HAD 
BEEN OBSERVED FOR MANY YEARS. 

How did the Ukrainian-Romanian bor-
der develop before the invasion? What 
factors facilitated and hindered the de-
velopment of border infrastructure? 
What has changed since the outbreak of 
full-scale war, and can the experience of 
the Ukrainian-Romanian border be used 
to develop borders with other states? 
This paper is an attempt to analyze these 
questions based on the data accumulated 
over the year since the beginning of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, observations, 
and interviews with the key Ukrainian-Ro-
manian border stakeholders.
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1.	
TRANSFORMATION OF 
THE UKRAINIAN-ROMANIAN 
BORDER SINCE THE DECLARATION 
OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE 
AND UNTIL THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION’S FULL-SCALE 
INVASION (1991-2022)

According to the Integrated Border 
Management Strategy (hereinafter – 
IBM), the total length of the Ukrainian-
Romanian border is 613.8 km1. Four 
regions of Ukraine – Zakarpattia, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Chernivtsi, and Odesa regions 

1__Ukrainian Parliament: CMU Resolution on the Approval of the Integrated Border Management Strategy for the Period until 2025 

– border Romania.
BCPs on the border with Romania 

have a long way to go from the initial 
opening, adapting to the change in 
operating conditions, and to the closure 
and resumption of services.

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/687-2019-р#n13
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Background information. According to the Ukrainian legislation2, 
the algorithm for opening a BCP is as follows: the initiative should 
originate from a relevant central executive body (CEB) or regional state 
administration (RSA); following that an international agreement should 
be concluded between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine (CMU) and 
the Government of a neighboring state; the decision of the Cabinet 
of Ministers to open/change the BCP status; land allocation; design; 
financing; construction; and the actual opening. CMU proposals for 
opening/changing the classification of the BCP are submitted after the 
completion of construction/reconstruction and commissioning of the BCP 
components and access roads leading up to them, providing a positive 
conclusion by the CMU’s special commission has been issued.

The grounds for closing a BCP: an international agreement with a 
neighboring state on the termination of [transport] communication; 
termination of an international agreement to which Ukraine is a party; 
proposals of the CEB on the impracticality or impossibility of further operation 
of the BCP. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine informs the diplomatic 
missions of foreign countries in Ukraine and the consular offices of Ukraine 
about the opening or closure of a BCP by exchanging diplomatic missives. 

2__Ukrainian Parliament: CMU Resolution on the Approval of the Regulation on State Border Crossing Points and Control Points
3__Wikipedia: Ukrainian-Romanian relations
4__CMU: Decree, January 23, 1992. N 40-r
5__Ukrainian Parliament: Agreement between the Government of Ukraine and the Government of Romania on the simplified  
        procedure for crossing the shared state border by citizens residing in border districts and counties
6__Liga. Zakon: Agreement between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Government of Romania on the conditions of  
        mutual travel of citizens

Romania was among the first coun-
tries to recognize Ukraine’s indepen-
dence after the collapse of the USSR. 

Diplomatic relations between Ukraine 
and Romania were established on Febru-
ary 1, 19923. In the same year, a decision 
was made, after proper arrangement, to 
open the Dyakove BCP for vehicle and 
rail traffic, as well as the Kostylivka and 
Teresva simplified access railroad BCPs 
in the Zakarpattia region4.  

In 1996, according to an agreement 
between the governments of the two 
countries on simplified border crossing 
by citizens from the border areas, there 

were 18 simplified BCPs across the 
shared state border, including 6 vehi-
cle, 3 railway, 3 pedestrian and 5 river 
crossings. At the same time, the status 
of the Bila Tserkva-Sighet BCPP was not 
defined in the document5.

Since the end of 2003, according to 
the agreement on the conditions of mu-
tual travel of citizens, a list of 6 interna-
tional BCPs on the Ukrainian-Romanian 
border has been approved, consisting 
of 2 vehicle and 3 railway BCPs in Zakar-
pattia and Chernivtsi regions. Another 
BCP Solotvyno - Sighetu Marmatiei was 
under construction6. 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/751-2010-п#Text
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/MU93577
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/kmr92040?an=3&ed=1992_01_23
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/642_051#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/642_051#Text
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/MU03216?an=2&ed=0000_00_00
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/MU03216?an=2&ed=0000_00_00
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In 2006, according to the intergov-
ernmental agreement on BCPs across 
the Romanian-Ukrainian border, the 
number of international BCPs re-
mained the same7. In the same year, 
the Protocol between the governments 
of the two countries amended the 
agreement on the conditions of mu-
tual travel of citizens from 2003, which 
changed or established the status, 
types of communication, and transpor-
tation, as well as the mode of operation 
and work of the BCPs8. At the end of the 
same year, the CMU issued a decree on 
the opening of the Solotvyno-Sighetu 
Marmatiei BCP. 

 

IN 2007, ROMANIA JOINED THE EU, 
AFTER WHICH IT BEGAN ITS JOUR-
NEY TO FULFILL THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR ACCESSION TO THE SCHENGEN 
AREA, WHICH CONTINUES TO THIS 
DAY. ON DECEMBER 8, 2022, DURING 
A ROUTINE VOTE BY FOREIGN MIN-
ISTERS, ROMANIA AGAIN FAILED 
TO RECEIVE UNANIMOUS SUPPORT 
FROM EU MEMBER STATES9.

As part of the preparation for the ac-
cession process and fulfillment of the 
Schengen acquis requirements, in 2010, 
5 out of 6 local BCPs in the Chernivt-
si region were closed at the initiative 
of Romania: 3 vehicle BCPs (Dyakivt-
si-Rakovets, Krasnoilsk-Vicovu de Sus, 
Ruska-Ulma) and 2 pedestrian BCPs 

(Shepit-Izvorele Sucevei, Bila Krynyt-
sia-Kimeuts)10.

In 2012, a list of BCPs for moving 
goods across the customs border of 
Ukraine was approved, which included 
4 railroad and 3 vehicle BCPs11. In the 
same year, the two countries signed an 
agreement to open 3 international 
BCPs at the closed Dyakivtsi-Rakovets, 
Krasnoilsk-Vicovu de Sus, and Ruska-Ul-
ma after bringing them up to the appro-
priate standards. The parties also agreed 
to consider the possibility of reopening 
two pedestrian BCPs. The agreement 
entered into force in September 201312.

IT WAS WITH THIS AGREEMENT 
THAT THE STORY OF THE ARRANGE-
MENT OF THREE INTERNATIONAL 
VEHICLE BCPS IN THE CHERNIVTSI 
REGION BEGAN, AND WHICH HAS 
LASTED FOR MORE THAN 10 YEARS. 

In 2013, an agreement was signed 
under the Joint Operational Program of 
the European Neighborhood and Part-
nership Instrument (ENPI) - Black Sea Ba-
sin ENPI/ CBCP 2007-2013 to finance the 
project “Development of the Interna-
tional Vehicle BCPs Krasnoyilsk and Dy-
akivtsi.” In 2015, a contract was conclud-
ed and then terminated in 2016 with 
70-80% completion. In 2017, the project 
was suspended at the EU’s initiative13. 
During 2017-2020, no work was carried 
out at the above-mentioned BCPs.

   7__Ukrainian Parliament: Agreement between the CMU and the Government of Romania on the checkpoints on the Ukrainian-
           Romanian state border
  8__Zakonoline: Protocol between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Government of Romania on Amendments and  
           Additions to the Agreement between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Government of Romania on the Conditions   
           of Mutual Travel of Citizens, signed in Kyiv on December 19, 2003.
   9__Euronews: Austria blocks Schengen accession of Romania and Bulgaria, while Croatia gets green light
10__Radio Liberty: Bukovyna: Ukrainian-Romanian border closed indefinitely
11__Ukrainian Parliament: CMU Resolution on the Approval of the List of State Border Crossing Points for Movement of Goods  
          Across the Customs Border of Ukraine
12__Liga. Zakon: Agreement (in the form of an exchange of notes) between the CMU and the Government of Romania on opening   
          the BCs for international traffic
13__EWB: Ukraine-Romania border: problems and solutions

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/642_039#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/642_039#Text
https://zakononline.com.ua/documents/show/267150___267215
https://zakononline.com.ua/documents/show/267150___267215
https://zakononline.com.ua/documents/show/267150___267215
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/12/08/austria-blocks-schengen-accession-of-romania-and-bulgaria-while-croatia-gets-green-light
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/1984842.html
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/435-2012-п#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/435-2012-п#Text
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/MU12261?an=2
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/MU12261?an=2
https://europewb.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/web__ukr_ukrayinsko-rumunskyj-kordon.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1RwH-I7GFYqcB2ll7bPGDdmRQOgzU_IOzut15OK9EPjBS8sUOlCDipXhw
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The agreement between Ukraine 
and Romania on the opening of the 
Orlivka-Isaccea international BCP for 
ferry, passenger and cargo traffic was 
signed in 201515. In 2019, CMU’s decree 
changed the type of connection to fer-
ry, sea and river freight and passenger 
transportation16. The opening of the 
BCP with a new status took place on Au-
gust 10, 2020.

In March 2021, the Ukrainian govern-
ment approved the Action Plan for the 
arrangement of priority BCPs for 2021-
2023 (hereinafter – the Action Plan), 
which included 7 vehicle BCPs in the Ro-
manian direction17.

According to the Action Plan, it was 
planned to build international cargo 
and passenger BCPs at Dyakove, Bila 
Tserkva and Ruska, reconstruct the 
long-delayed Krasnoyilsk and Dyakivt-
si BCPs, and modernize and re-equip 

the passenger section of the Porubne 
BCP. The existing Dyakove BCP oper-
ated on the land plot of the State En-
terprise “Ukrintreavtoservice”, while 
the construction of the new BCP was 
envisaged on the land used by the 
State Customs Service (SCS). The Ac-
tion Plan also included an assessment 
of the possibilities of upgrading the 
access infrastructure to the inactive 
local Khyzha – Tarna Mare BCP and 
obtaining Romania’s official consent 
to open a full-fledged international 
vehicle BCP in its place, for which no 
international agreement has been 
concluded. 

The projected funding for 2021–2023 
was distributed as follows: 2021 – 8%, 
2022 – 34%, 2023 – 58%. However, in 
2021, the works were carried out only at 
Krasnoilsk, where 74% of the allocated 
budget was used, and Dyakivtsi.

Background information. The opening of the Orlivka-Isaccea BCP 
not only shortened the distance for travelers and cargo by 200 km but also 
reduced the time for cargo clearance by more than 10 hours. It became the 
first road connection with the EU in Odesa region and remains the only 
example of a successful public-private partnership in attracting investment 
for the development and operation of BCPs in Ukraine14.

INSTEAD, DURING THIS PERIOD, 
THE OPENING OF THE ORLIVKA-ISACCEA FERRY CROSSING 
OF THE DANUBE RIVER WAS A TRULY INNOVATIVE 
SOLUTION IN THE BORDER’S DEVELOPMENT.

14__Infopost: How and why build the infrastructure on the Ukrainian-Romanian border during the war
15__Liga. Zakon: Agreement (in the form of an exchange of notes) between the CMU and the Government of Romania on the   
           opening of an international checkpoint across the Ukrainian-Romanian state border for ferry, passenger and cargo traffic 
          between Orlivka (Ukraine) and Isaccea (Romania)
15__Government portal: Order of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on opening a checkpoint across the state border on the  
          territory of Orlivka Ferry Complex LLC
17__Government portal: CMU Order on Approval of the Action Plan for the Arrangement of Priority BCs for 2021-2023

https://infopost.media/yak-i-dlya-chogo-rozbudovuvaty-infrastrukturu-ukrayinsko-rumunskogo-kordonu-pid-chas-vijny/
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/MU15109?an=2&q=Угода%20між%20Кабінетом%20Міністрів%20України%20та%20Урядом%20Румунії
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/MU15109?an=2&q=Угода%20між%20Кабінетом%20Міністрів%20України%20та%20Урядом%20Румунії
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/MU15109?an=2&q=Угода%20між%20Кабінетом%20Міністрів%20України%20та%20Урядом%20Румунії
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-vidkrittya-punktu-propusku-cherez-derzhavnij-kordon-na-teritoriyi-tovaristva-z-obmezhenoyu-vidpovidalnistyu-poromnij-kompleks-orlivka
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-vidkrittya-punktu-propusku-cherez-derzhavnij-kordon-na-teritoriyi-tovaristva-z-obmezhenoyu-vidpovidalnistyu-poromnij-kompleks-orlivka
http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=f2f560e8-98f4-4527-92f7-134aa1cf5cf7&ssb=60697251188&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2Fpro-zatverdzhennya-planu-zahodiv-z-a246r&ssi=6200ddbd-bqw7-4ca5-83ae-cffcf4146da8&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=05844587262908607254480254482597&ssn=f81757934d8cc9b2917d9a1780e839f6a7158d29c8e1-a192-4198-b7f57c&sso=1c9068ea-198519ad25a9910e5e6d1be7d84ebca36ec8bb1eca989167&ssp=85476076631681877765168262896044194&ssq=42790536607113560629092994751367073541906&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=
http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=46fd9b87-7e6c-420b-a014-60fa5fa37ff5&ssb=29066274475&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2Fpro-zatverdzhennya-planu-zahodiv-z-a246r&ssi=b2c6652a-bqw7-4001-946c-075ecac7fa6f&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=40278865701667388130420647407295&ssn=1b1f0d9701c42936e936f9b344e48460e9778d29c8e1-a192-4198-ba344f&sso=d69fa8ea-198519ad25a9d79d2df0b2c1afb01ba7a2a544065f2285dd&ssp=71465957761681878415168189030259907&ssq=17831829301693200517192994722245823032747&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=/


Table 1: 
Amount of projected and allocated funding for the BCPs according to the Action Plan 

Name 
of the event

The Ukrainian-Romanian 
section of the state border

Dyakove

1 535,6

436,3 2,4 2,4 2,4 - 50% 72,4 0,5 1% 361,5

55% 897,2285,3518,074%89,1179,4149%179,4120,4

100%

460,0 2,1 2,1 2,1 - - 81,0 96,2 119% 376,9100%

161,5 - 0,1 0,1 - - 2,7 2,7 100% 158,8-

166,7 90,7 90,7 90,7 66,8 74% 76,0 34,9 46% -100%

137,8 25,2 24,9 24,9 - - 112,7 70,9 63% -99%

173,2 - 59,2 59,2 22,3 - 173,2 80,1 0,5% --

Bila Tserkva

Ruska

Krasnoilsk

Dyakivtsi
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THEREFORE, ON THE EVE OF 
RUSSIA’S INVASION OF UKRAINE, THE 
MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS 
ACROSS THE BORDER WITH ROMANIA 
WAS ENSURED BY:
•	
3 vehicle BCPs (Porubne - Siret in Chernivtsi 
region, Dyakove - Halmeu and Solotvyno - 
Sighetu Marmatiei in Zakarpattia region);
•	
2 railroad BCPs (Dyakove - Halmeu in Za-
karpattia region, Vadul Siret - Vicsani in 
Chernivtsi region);
•	
3 river and 1 sea/river/ferry BCPs (Vylkove - 
Pereprava, Izmail - Plauru, Kilia - Chilia Veche, 

and Orlivka - Isaccea in Odesa region). 

Even before the full-scale war, the 
traffic across the Ukrainian-Romanian 
border was heavy, and the crossing 
infrastructure along the border was 
unevenly distributed. For example, in 
the Ivano-Frankivsk region, there were 
no BCPs along the 49 km of the common 
border, and in the Chernivtsi region, 
there was only one vehicle and one rail 
BCP along 234 km. The prospects for 
completing the reconstruction of the 
Krasnoilsk and Dyakivtsi BCPs and the 
work at the other 5 vehicle BCPs remained 
doubtful. 
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APPROVED BY ORDER OF THE CMU OF MARCH 24, 2021 No. 246-R 

The Action Plan for the arrangement of priority BCPs for 2021-2023
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18__State Customs Service of Ukraine: Statistics and registers

Russia’s full-scale war against Ukraine 
has become a forced trigger for positive 
changes in the development of border 
infrastructure. 

Ukraine and Romania agreed on 
the possibility of exporting agricultur-
al products through the port of Con-
stanta in March 2022, and at the end 
of April, the first ship with Ukrainian 

2.	
CHANGES AT THE 
UKRAINIAN-ROMANIAN 
BORDER DURING 
THE YEAR OF WAR

grain left the port. Thus, the flow of 
goods across Ukraine’s land border 
has increased significantly in a short 
period of time. According to the SCS 
of Ukraine, in 2022, the total volume 
of cargo across the customs border 
with Romania amounted to 9.04 mil-
lion tons, which is almost twice the 
volume of 202118.

https://customs.gov.ua/en/statistika-ta-reiestri#statistika
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ROAD 
ACCESS

On February 24, 2022, the work 
envisaged by the Action Plan was 
suspended in almost all areas, and 
the funds allocated for their imple-
mentation were transferred to the re-
serve fund of the state budget. How-
ever, projects on the arrangement of 
the Ukrainian-Romanian border re-
mained active in the spring of 2022. 
There was an acute need to direct the 
joint efforts of Ukrainian, Romanian, 
and pan-European stakeholders to 
urgently increase the capacity of ex-
isting BCPs and to open the BCPs at 

Krasnoilsk and Dyakivtsi in Chernivtsi 
region in order to unload then the only 
operating BCP at Porubne, as well as to 
receive humanitarian aid from partner 
countries in time. The relevant CMU 
Resolution was adopted on April 29, 
202219. At the same time, the SCS be-
gan developing detailed plans for the 
construction of the Ruska-Ulma inter-
national BCP.

At the same time, in April 2022, inter-
nal procedures were carried out to sign 
a draft agreement between the CMU 
and the Government of Romania on the 
opening of a new Bila Tserkva-Sighetu 
Marmatiei BCP for pedestrian and ve-
hicular (passenger and cargo) traffic. 

Background information. The construction of the Bila Tserkva-Sighetu 
Marmatiei BCP by building a new bridge across the Tisa River should ensure 
the commencement of cargo and passenger transportation across the 
border. After that, the Solotvyno BCP, located at a distance of 4.4 km away, 
will operate only as a pedestrian crossing point20. The project envisages 
the construction of a bridge at the expense of the EU. Meanwhile, the 
construction of road transport infrastructure is to be financed by each party 
independently. 

19__Government portal: Order of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine “On the Opening of the State Border Crossing Points  
         “Dyakivtsi” and “Krasnoyilsk”
20__EWB: Infrastructure planning map of the border with the EU

photo: David Schultz

http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=830c2442-33eb-47e5-a949-923cf804bc99&ssb=31993224155&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2Fpro-vidkrittya-punktiv-propusku-cher-a333r&ssi=c9b90246-bqw7-49d6-8f5e-af4cf196afd4&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=59558553973929359281446497915940&ssn=154a379d46e137d10917434f8110c684bdf08d29c8e1-a192-4198-bdeea0&sso=1ffc08ea-198519ad25a9936ea585b652f2178945de7221fddaf84e5b&ssp=58959654721681828737168269754775874&ssq=81212076612121392621292994942774406917647&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=
http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=830c2442-33eb-47e5-a949-923cf804bc99&ssb=31993224155&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2Fpro-vidkrittya-punktiv-propusku-cher-a333r&ssi=c9b90246-bqw7-49d6-8f5e-af4cf196afd4&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=59558553973929359281446497915940&ssn=154a379d46e137d10917434f8110c684bdf08d29c8e1-a192-4198-bdeea0&sso=1ffc08ea-198519ad25a9936ea585b652f2178945de7221fddaf84e5b&ssp=58959654721681828737168269754775874&ssq=81212076612121392621292994942774406917647&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=
http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=a5818585-7a11-4527-b611-2e78955b8cf5&ssb=27363214891&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2Fpro-vidkrittya-punktiv-propusku-cher-a333r&ssi=f7baf373-bqw7-47bc-9f05-72078b0ef7d1&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=68018644177078337163568190740336&ssn=3666763107e6e29dd566026605230450cf5f8d29c8e1-a192-4198-b650bf&sso=07f048ea-198519ad25a90135a1c2a1f8c270856b51dc243fbaf92eb1&ssp=01474413581681878623168189146010825&ssq=68285869307544225182392994281705031131040&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=
https://europewb.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/web_karta-infrastrukturnogo-planuvannya-kordonu....pdf
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In late 2022 and early 2023, the 
long-awaited vehicle BCPs were 
opened in the Chernivtsi region:

•	
Krasnoilsk BCP – November 10, 2022;
•
Dyakivtsi BCP – February 10, 2023.

The opening of these BCPs, which 
has been postponed many times over 
the past 10 years, was, without exagger-
ation, a special achievement. 

On February 21, 2023, the final con-
ference of the project “Development 
and modernization of access infra-
structure to the Romanian-Ukrainian 
BCP Tarn Mare (Romania) – Khyzha 
(Ukraine)” was held in Romania within 
the framework of the Hungary-Slova-
kia-Romania-Ukraine ENI Cross-border 
Cooperation Programme (2014-2020)21. 
During the meeting, the 2019-2023 re-
sults of the work on both sides of the 
border were presented, in particular, on 
the construction of an access road to the 
future BCP on the Ukrainian side.

According to Andriy Sheket, First 
Deputy Head of the Zakarpattia Re-
gional Council, participation in the ac-
cess road project was a bold decision 
for the Ukrainian side, as the Romanian 
side does not even have this BCP on the 
map. But, in his opinion, even after join-

ing the EU, the road will remain relevant. 
Therefore, it is now necessary to resolve 
the issue of building the BCP at the lev-
el of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine and Romania and to prepare a 
project application for infrastructure fi-
nancing for the opening of the BCP. 

Background information. The admission of citizens to the BCP was 
suspended in 2005 due to a large-scale flood and the destruction of a 
pedestrian bridge across the Tur River. Two years later, the bridge was 
rebuilt, but the Romanian side did not resume traffic at the BCP due to the 
lack of appropriate infrastructure on the Ukrainian side and a decrease in 
the intensity of citizen traffic. Changing the status of the BCP from local 
to international would have increased the flow. However, this would have 
required major infrastructure and access road repairs on the Ukrainian 
side, coordination with Romania to move the BCP by 1 km to allow traffic 
to cross it without using a bridge, and the development of appropriate 
infrastructure at the BCP on the Romanian side22.

21__TOPNews MEDIA Ukraine: The final conference of the cross-border project “Development and modernization of access infrastructure  
           to the Romanian-Ukrainian border crossing point Khyzha (Ukraine) - Tarna Mare (Romania)” took place in Satu Mare
22__State Institution “Institute for Regional Studies”: Assessment of the BC network functioning on the state border in Zakarpattia region

https://zakarpattya.net.ua/News/226105-U-Rumunii-prezentuvaly-rezultaty-roboty-z-vidkryttia-punktu-propusku-KHyzha-Tarna-Mare-na-kordoni-na-Zakarpatti-FOTO
https://zakarpattya.net.ua/News/226105-U-Rumunii-prezentuvaly-rezultaty-roboty-z-vidkryttia-punktu-propusku-KHyzha-Tarna-Mare-na-kordoni-na-Zakarpatti-FOTO
https://ird.gov.ua/irdp/p20190041.pdf
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RAILROAD 
ACCESS

On January 18, 2023, after a long break, passenger train traffic resumed on the Ra-
khiv-Dilove- Valea Viseului section of the railway line. 

To restore traffic through the second 
inactive railway BCP in the Zakarpattia 
region Teresva – Cimpulung la Tisa, it is 
necessary to restore the infrastructure on 

Background information. Train traffic at Teresva - Cimpulung la Tisa 
BCP was suspended in 2008 due to low traffic volume and a significant 
number of smuggling cases25.

In September 2022, representatives of 
Ukrzaliznytsia JSC expressed the opinion 
that the Rakhiv-Berlebash-state border 
and Teresva-state border sections of the 
railway, in addition to providing passen-
ger services, have the potential to become 
the third and fourth cargo junctions on 

23__Government portal: On Approval of the List of State Border Crossing Points for Movement of Goods Across the Customs 
          Border of Ukraine
24__CTS: In 2022, UZ repaired 19 km of tracks and 12 bridges on the Rakhiv-Dilove-Valea Viseului section
25__State Institution “Institute for Regional Studies”: Assessment of the BC network functioning on the state border in Zakarpattia region
26__Uzhgorod.net.ua: Railway to the border with Romania restored in Zakarpattia: why it is important for Ukraine

Background information. In 2012, the CMU Resolution23 classified 
Dilove as an international railway BCP, but the section has not actually been 
operational since 2011 at the initiative of the Romanian side24. In 2022, 
Ukrzaliznytsia JSC repaired more than 19 km of tracks and 12 bridges on this 
section, as well as renovated the Rakhiv railway station.  

the Cimpulung la Tisa - Sighi Camara sec-
tion in Romania. Only then can the issue 
of arranging BCPs on both sides of the 
border be discussed. 

the busiest route on the border with Ro-
mania. Their opening would allow for an 
additional 3.5 million tons of cargo to be 
shipped per year. The Dilove-Valea Viseu-
lui BCP, in turn, could be important for 
exports, as it opens another route to the 
Romanian port of Constanta26. 

http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=145553aa-0ae9-4e94-8758-4670e6bcd92a&ssb=80545215310&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2F245251045&ssi=52057629-bqw7-4d1f-bef8-f2b499d3a54c&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=31937864606305205313758901408840&ssn=4ba2101258917620c9a779df2ad74b49c0e08d29c8e1-a192-4198-bad93f&sso=740068ea-198519ad25a9219f9f2e7ba8315b4bd0bf67ff3659b9752d&ssp=24154168731681876726168265833076532&ssq=05821356622669134135792994953591890485700&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=
http://validate.perfdrive.com/?ssa=145553aa-0ae9-4e94-8758-4670e6bcd92a&ssb=80545215310&ssc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kmu.gov.ua%2Fnpas%2F245251045&ssi=52057629-bqw7-4d1f-bef8-f2b499d3a54c&ssk=support@shieldsquare.com&ssm=31937864606305205313758901408840&ssn=4ba2101258917620c9a779df2ad74b49c0e08d29c8e1-a192-4198-bad93f&sso=740068ea-198519ad25a9219f9f2e7ba8315b4bd0bf67ff3659b9752d&ssp=24154168731681876726168265833076532&ssq=05821356622669134135792994953591890485700&ssr=OTEuMjQwLjE0Ni40NA==&sst=Mozilla/4.0%20(compatible;%20MSIE%207.0;%20Windows%20NT%2010.0;%20Win64;%20x64;%20Trident/7.0;%20.NET4.0C;%20.NET4.0E;%20Tablet%20PC%202.0;%20ms-office)&ssv=&ssw=&ssx=W10=
https://cfts.org.ua/news/2023/01/17/uz_vidremontuvala_na_dilnitsi_rakhiv_dilove_valya_visheuluy_19_km_koliy_ta_12_mostiv_protyagom_2022_roku_73385
https://ird.gov.ua/irdp/p20190041.pdf
https://uzhgorod.net.ua/news/170626


11

3.	
UKRAINIAN-ROMANIAN 
CUSTOMS WORKING 
GROUP AS AN EXAMPLE 
OF SUCCESSFUL 
COORDINATION AT 
THE BORDER

The rapid progress in the develop-
ment of the Ukrainian-Romanian border 
capacity after the start of the invasion 
was largely due to the successful coordi-
nation of stakeholders on both sides of 
the border. The Ukrainian-Romanian Cus-
toms Working Group, established in May 
2022, became its focal point.

On May 12, 2022, in order to create al-
ternative routes for the export of agricul-
tural products from Ukraine, as well as fa-

cilitate the import of essential goods, the 
European Commission published an ac-
tion plan for the Solidarity Lanes initiative. 

On May 19, on the initiative of the Ad-
visory mission of the EU in Ukraine (here-
inafter – EUAM), a Ukrainian-Romanian 
Сustoms Working group (WG) was 
created to facilitate the implementation 
of the Solidarity Lanes, comprising of 
EUAM, the SCS of Ukraine and the Roma-
nian Customs Authority.
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27__Eur-lex: COUNCIL DECISION (CFSP) 2022/452 of 18 March 2022
28__EUAM Ukraine: Opening new pathways for Ukraine to the EU

The activities to support the BCPs in ac-
cordance with mentioned functions were 
completed in August 2022. Today, EUAM 
continues to interact with EU bodies (DG 
MOVE, DG TAXUD, EUDEL, etc.) to facili-
tate the implementation of the Initiative, 
as well as to support and advise Ukrainian 
IBM actors on their path towards EU prac-
tices and acquis in the field of border man-
agement (Schengen legislation and the 
EU Customs Code).

With the involvement of the WG, the 
process of developing the Ukrainian-Ro-
manian border has intensified signifi-
cantly, in particular, two new vehicle 
BCPs were opened.

According to the SCS, “the improve-
ment of border infrastructure and trade 
facilitation by the WG has significantly 
reduced waiting times and the strain on 
the main Ukrainian-Romanian Porubne-
Siret regional cargo gateway” 28.

Background information. The establishment of the WG became possible, 
in particular, thanks to the renewal of EUAM’s mandate in March 2022. The 
relevant EU Council Decision assigned EUAM additional tasks to advise the 
Ukrainian authorities to facilitate the flow of refugees from Ukraine to Poland, 
Romania and Slovakia and the flow of humanitarian aid to Ukraine27. 

EUAM’s border support activities covered 15 vehicle BCPs between 
Ukraine and Poland, Slovakia and Romania. EUAM’s role was to support 
Ukrainian partners and WG members by providing strategic advice 
on organizational, financial and legal aspects of the relevant area of 
international cooperation. EUAM’s assistance included developing a 
situational picture of border traffic, facilitating the rapid exchange 
of information between Ukraine, EU Member States, institutions and 
agencies, and providing advice to facilitate the movement of people and 
goods across the border. 

At the same time, the greatest progress was achieved on the Ukrainian-
Romanian border in terms of cross-border trade facilitation within the 
framework of the Solidarity Lanes initiative, where the WG provided its 
recommendations based on observations and interviews with partners and 
stakeholders from Ukraine and the EU. 

The joint statement on the establish-
ment of the WG contained another plan 
for the opening of three BCPs in the Cher-
nivtsi region (Krasnoilsk - Vicovu de Sus, 
Dyakivtsi-Rakovets, and Ruska - Ulma), 
which the WG was supposed to facilitate. 

Involvement of other stakeholders in the 
meetings of the WG (representatives of 
local authorities, border guard services, 
police, embassies of Ukraine and Roma-
nia, etc.) was envisaged in accordance 
with their competencies. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32022D0452
https://www.euam-ukraine.eu/ua/news/opening-ukraine-s-newest-gate-to-the-eu/
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4.	
FURTHER 
PLANS AND 
PROSPECTS FOR 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
UKRAINIAN-ROMANIAN 
BORDER

Thanks to the successful border 
support activities in 2022, in January 
2023, the Ukrainian-Romanian Cus-
toms Working Group was expanded 
to the Ukrainian-Romanian Working 
Group on Customs and Infrastruc-
ture Issues. Its core members now also 
include representatives of the Ministry 
for Communities, Territories and Infra-

structure Development of Ukraine, and 
the Ministry of Transport and Infra-
structure of Romania.

An additional recognition of the 
effectiveness of the WG’s work is the 
willingness of the parties involved 
in IBM to recreate similar WGs on the 
Ukrainian-Polish border, as well as 
on the Ukrainian-Slovakian one.
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For this purpose, a trilateral meeting 
between the Acting Head of the SCS of 
Ukraine, the President of the Romanian 
Customs Authority and EUAM repre-
sentatives was organized at the open-
ing of the Dyakivtsi – Rakovets BCP on 
10 February 2023. 

During the event, the heads of cus-
toms authorities agreed on the need to 
organize a high-level meeting between 
the leaders of Ukraine, Romania, Poland 
and Slovakia to discuss the possibilities 
of sharing the positive experience of 
the WG and applying an integrated ap-
proach for the effective implementation 
of the Solidarity Lanes. 

EUAM believes that the development 
of a coordination mechanism between 
Ukraine, neighboring EU countries, Mol-
dova and international stakeholders will 
have a synergistic effect on the imple-
mentation of Solidarity Lanes. 

As of now, the state of affairs and plans 
for the development of the Ukrainian-Ro-
manian border are as follows:

ROAD 
ACCESS

•	
Bila Tserkva – Sighetu Marmatiei

The construction of the BCP started on 
the Romanian side in 2022. International 
agreement on the opening of the BCP has 
not yet been concluded.

•	
Porubne – Siret 

A project was submitted under the 
CEF program in January 2023 to expand 

the BCP connection with an additional 4 
lanes to eliminate the bottleneck there. 
The project is expected to be approved 
in May 2023, and the work can begin in 
the summer.

•	
Krasnoilsk – Vicovu de Sus 
and Dyakivtsi – Rakovets 

These BCPs were opened with some 
temporary restrictions on the admis-
sion of goods29. As of the end of March 
2023, bureaucratic governmental pro-
cedures are underway on the part 
of Romania to fully open the BCP for 
heavy vehicles, which will take some 
time to complete. 

On the Ukrainian side, according 
to the Head of the State Agency for 
Reconstruction and Development of 
Ukraine’s Infrastructure (hereinafter - 
the State Agency for Reconstruction), 
Mustafa Nayem, work is underway 
to repair the T-26-08 road between 
Storozhynets village and the Krasnoy-
ilsk - Vicovu de Sus BCP30. According 
to the State Border Guard Service of 
Ukraine (SBGS), assembly and com-
missioning works at the BCPs are also 
carried out to put the building facilities 
into operation.

Moreover, on the T-26-07 Kitsman 
– Storozhynets – Hlyboka - Oprysheny 
highway with access to the Vadul-Siret 
BCP in Hlynytsia village, a bridge over 
the Prut River is being constructed 
from prefabricated metal structures 
received by the State Agency for Re-
construction from Norway. This will 
enable trucks to cross it, thus relieving 
the international highway leading to 

29__Liga. Zakon: Agreement (in the form of an exchange of notes) between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Government  
         of Romania on Amendments to the Agreement (in the form of an exchange of notes) between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine   
          and the Government of Romania on the Opening of Border Crossing Points for International Traffic
30__Mustafa Nayyem: Chernivtsi region resumes repairs of the road section leading to the border with Romania

https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/MU22042?an=15&q=Угода%20між%20Кабінетом%20Міністрів%20України%20та%20Урядом%20Румунії
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/MU22042?an=15&q=Угода%20між%20Кабінетом%20Міністрів%20України%20та%20Урядом%20Румунії
https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/MU22042?an=15&q=Угода%20між%20Кабінетом%20Міністрів%20України%20та%20Урядом%20Румунії
https://m.facebook.com/Mustafanayyem/posts/pfbid02HsXye1wvKSCoEZGbKVSFscBZEBLWu6PyPxD8neZhH7HXmk65QcTySGXfSAGuZTbCl?_rdr
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the Porubne-Siret BCP and will open a 
short route to the Krasnoilsk-Vicovu de 
Sus BCP. The emergency bridge over 
the Prut was dismantled at the end of 
2021 and since then, traffic to the bor-
der has been forced to take a detour31.

•	
Ruska – Ulma 

EUAM continues to provide strate-
gic advice on the opening of the BCP. 
During discussions with the Ukrainian 
and Romanian authorities, the Ukrainian 
side informed that the opening of the 
BCP is scheduled for May-June 2023. On 
the Romanian side, the BCP has already 
been rebuilt..

•	
Khyzha – Tarn Mare 

According to EUAM, despite the con-
struction of an access road leading up to 
the BCP on the Ukrainian side under the 
ENPI program, the opening of this BCP is 
currently under consideration by the Ro-
manian side, as it requires the modern-
ization of about 30 km of the road there.

At the same time, according to the 
SBGS, during the regular meeting of the 
Open Border Working Group chaired by 
the Deputy Minister of Communities, 
Territories and Infrastructure Develop-
ment of Ukraine Serhii Derkach, held in 
early 2023, it was decided that the devel-
opment of the Khyzha-Tarna Mare BCP is 
not a priority measure and there will be 
no budget funding for its construction.

•	
Bila Krynytsia – Climauti 

With EUAM’s assistance, in January 

2023, Ukrainian customs officials pre-
sented to the Romanian authorities 
a new project for the construction of 
the Bila Krynytsia-Climăuc vehicle BCP, 
which is now being developed by the 
WG members. It is envisaged that a lo-
gistics hub will be built near the BCP, and 
the BCP itself will be open only to trucks 
with a dedicated line for fuel supply. 

During a meeting on March 15, 2023, 
the Romanian Ambassador and the Cher-
nivtsi Governor agreed on the importance 
of developing this BCP. Currently, the Min-
istries of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and 
Romania are to exchange verbal notes. 
According to the SBGS, the BCP has been 
rebuilt on the Romanian side.

RAILROAD 
ACCESS

•	
Dilove – Valea Viseului

In January 2023, the Ukrainian side 
asked the Romanian side to open cargo 
traffic through the BCP. As of the end of 
March 2023, the issue is being consid-
ered by the Romanian side.

•	
Teresva – Cimpulung la Tisa 

The feasibility of resuming traffic 
through the BCP, despite the resto-
ration of infrastructure on the Ukrainian 
side, is still under consideration by the 
Romanian side. 

According to the EWB experts, it is 
not evident whether the Romanian 
side will adopt a positive decision re-
garding these BCP. According to JSC 
Ukrzaliznytsia, in March 2023, the Dy-
akove – Halmeu BCP was utilized at 

31__Mustafa Nayyem: Border routes - arranging a temporary bridge on the road to Romania in the Chernivtsi region

https://m.facebook.com/Mustafanayyem/posts/pfbid0rvqP9oZwoEg182PYzmsC76EDCg2AwV9SCiqC4Nc6RZRE7G21zMdQAjoFY98TLYNpl?_rdr
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40% of its capacity, and the Vadul Siret 
– Vicsani BCP was also only partially uti-
lized. Therefore, the new BCPs currently 
have no prospects for adequate cargo 
traffic (as well as passenger traffic). 

 
WATERWAY 
ACCESS

•	
Orlivka – Isaccea 

The operating capacity of the BCP is 
limited by the ferry crossing. However, 
according to EUAM, the prospect of build-
ing a bridge across the Danube River is 
not currently discussed for this BCP, as the 
project would require significant funding. 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTS 
TO IMPROVE SOLIDARITY 
LANES

According to EUAM, additional 
projects that show promise of 
speeding up the movement of goods 
across the Ukrainian-Romanian border 
are the construction of the Reni-Galati 
road (3 km long, parallel to the existing 
one) and the construction of the A7 
Constanta-Siret highway. The official 
deadline for completion of the A7 
highway is 2026. However, according 
to EUAM, representatives of the 
Romanian Ministry of Infrastructure 
announced the completion to be 
moved a year earlier.

photo: Vlad Hilitanu
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5.	
BCPS 
IN IVANO-FRANKIVSK 
REGION: PROBLEMS 
VS. PROSPECTS

As of the end of March 2023, the 
Ivano-Frankivsk region is the only border 
region that does not have any BCPs. 
The state border here runs through the 
Verkhovyna district of the region and is 
49 km long. From here, the distances to 
the nearest BCPs are: Porubne – 132 km; 
Ruska – 106 km; Solotvyno – 136 km. 

In general, the issue of opening a BCP 
in the region has been raised since 1994 
but has not yet received proper backing.

In 2016, at a meeting between the 
leadership of the Verkhovyna district 
and the Romanian Consul General, 

an agreement was reached to open a 
pedestrian BCP between Ukraine and 
Romania as soon as possible.

In September 2019, a delegation 
from the Ivano-Frankivsk region and 
the leadership of Maramures County 
in Romania signed a resolution to 
open an international BCP for vehicle 
and pedestrian traffic. After that, the 
Ivano-Frankivsk Regional Council 
sent a corresponding appeal to the 
Verkhovna Rada. At the same time, the 
cost of building a road to the BCP was 
calculated at 1 billion UAH.
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In 2021, deputies of the Iva-
no-Frankivsk Regional Council again 
called for the opening of an internation-
al BCP (with passenger and cargo capac-
ity of up to 3.5 tons) between the settle-
ments of Shybene in Verkhovyna district 
of the region and Poenile de Sub Munte 
in the Romanian county of Maramures. 

At a meeting of the Verkhovna Rada 
in July 2021, a majority of votes support-
ed a deputy request to the President of 
Ukraine on the need to sign an interstate 
agreement on the construction of a road 
across the border (Iltsi village – Yavirnyk 
village – state border – Leordina village 
(Romania)), to which the President re-

sponded by ordering the Prime Minister 
to take measures. 

The next appeal of the MPs to the Prime 
Minister in September 2021 concerned 
a proposal to include in the state budget 
for 2022 expenditures to finance the con-
struction of the BCP itself. The estimated 
cost to cover exceeded 3 billion UAH. 

The MPs emphasized that, according 
to economic studies, the opening of 
the BCP could create the prerequisites 
for the construction of three ski resorts 
attracting an estimated investment of 
€329 million. This would result in a sig-
nificant influx of tourists and the cre-
ation of 10 to 20 thousand jobs.

Background information. In 2013, within the framework of the ENPI 
Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine Border Cooperation Program 2007-
2013, a project was implemented to justify the construction of a road and 
the opening of the Shibene-Poenile de Sub-Munte BCP across the Ukrainian-
Romanian border32. 

As a result of the project, design documentation and economic estimates 
for the construction of the Iltsi - Shybene road and the BCP infrastructure were 
prepared; an economic study of the benefits and prospects of construction 
was conducted; the costs of road construction and the opening of the BCP 
were included in the tasks and activities of the State Targeted Social Program 
for the Development of Sports and Tourism Infrastructure in Ukraine for 
2011-202233.

The main advantages and benefits of construction were identified as 
additional opportunities for tourism development. The uniqueness of the 
projects of sports and recreation complexes in Verkhovyna district resides 
in the fact of their location in the highest part of the Ukrainian Carpathians, 
where geographical and climatic conditions are conducive not only to 
active recreation but also to international sports competitions, including 
European, World and Olympic championships. 

In 2022, the Ukrainian side asked the Romanian partners to start the construction of 
the BCP, but the Romanian side is still assessing the case. According to EUAM, as of the 
end of March 2023, no work on the construction of the mentioned BCP or the access 
road to it has been carried out.

32__ENPI CBC Program Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine: Opening BCs across the Ukrainian-Romanian border
33__Ukrainian Parliament: CMU Resolution on Approval of the State Targeted Social Program for Development of Sports and  
          Tourism Infrastructure in Ukraine in 2011-2022

https://arpi.org.ua/images/resource/publications/072_Perspective%20projects_ukr.pdf
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/707-2011-п#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/707-2011-п#Text
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CONCLUSIONS

The Ukrainian-Romanian border has 
a long history of development as well as 
stagnation. 

Since the opening of the first BCPs 
across the shared state border, they 
have been subject to constant changes 
in categories, types of traffic, operating 
conditions, and closures for more than 
30 years, caused by the destruction of 
bridges due to natural disasters, ciga-
rette smuggling by Ukrainian citizens 
and unprofitable passenger traffic, 
or Romania’s preparations to join the 
Schengen area.

Since the beginning of Russia’s full-
scale military aggression against Ukraine, 
Romania has become a hub country for 
Solidarity Lanes, and Ukraine-Romania 
relations have reached a new level in 
terms of quality, particularly in the de-
velopment of border infrastructure.

The coordination of stakeholders in-
volved in decision-making was signifi-
cantly strengthened by the EUAM-ini-
tiated Ukrainian-Romanian Customs 

Working Group. This resulted in the 
opening of two new vehicle BCPs, as 
well as a significant revitalization of the 
development of many other BCPs on 
the Ukrainian-Romanian border.

The positive experience of strategic 
consultations with EUAM representa-
tives in the WG should be extended to 
other sections of the border through 
the creation of similar working groups, 
which have been preliminarily agreed 
upon. 

At the same time, it should not be 
forgotten that EUAM’s main mandate 
is to provide strategic advice on bor-
der crossing procedures. Instead, assis-
tance in the development of border in-
frastructure is a temporary task within 
the framework of the Solidarity Lanes 
initiative. 

Therefore, Ukrainian IBM actors should 
pay close attention to this successful 
model of bilateral cooperation and in-
corporate it into their long-term plans for 
EU-Ukraine economic cooperation. 

photo: Aboodi Vesakaran
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Table 2. 
Functioning conditions and problematic issues of BCP development on the Ukrainian-Romanian border 

BCP NAME 
(Ukraine/Romania)

RE-
GION#

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

BCP 
DESCRIPTION

CHALLENGES AS OF 
03/31/2023

Dyakove –
Halmeu

This vehicle BCP has been in operation 
continuously since 1992 when the first 
Agreement between Ukraine and 
Romania was signed

Vehicle BCP, opened in 1996, was closed 
by Romania in 2010. After 10 years 
of reconstruction, it was reopened in 
February 2023

Temporarily available only for cars up 
to 3.5 tons

Temporarily available only for empty 
vehicles/tankers

Requires expansion, CEF application 
submitted.

The Romanian side has been restored, 
while the Ukrainian side is still under 
construction. The opening is scheduled 
for May-June 2023

The capacity is limited by a wooden bridge. 
It functions for passenger transportation 
with vehicles that are under 3.5 tons. After 
the opening, the Bila Tserkva – Sighet BCP 
will operate as a pedestrian BCP

The access road on the Ukrainian side 
has been rebuilt. The reconstruction of 
the BCP is not considered a priority, and 
no further funding has been envisioned

The opening has been proposed since 
1994, but it has not been adequately 
supported. Prerequisites are the 
construction of a BCP and access roads

Vehicle BCP, opened in 1996, was closed 
by Romania in 2010. After 10 years 
of reconstruction, it was reopened in 
November 2022

Vehicle BCP, has been in continuous 
operation since 1996

Vehicle BCP, initially opened in 1996, 
was closed by Romania in 2010

Vehicle BCP, in continuous operation 
since 2006

Vehicle BCP, initially opened in 1996, 
was closed by Romania in 2005

Vehicle BCP

A simplified railway BCP opened in 1996. 
Currently not functioning

Railway BCP, has been operating 
continuously since 2003

Railway BCP, initially opened in 1992, 
but has not functioned since 2011. 
Passenger traffic resumed in January 
2023

In the short term, there is not enough 
traffic to commence cargo traffic

Za
ka

rp
at

tia
Za

ka
rp

at
tia

Ch
er

ni
vt

si
Iv

an
o-

Fr
an

ki
vs

k
Ch

er
ni

vt
si

Dyakivtsi – 
Rakovets

Krasnoyilsk –
Vicovu de Sus 

Porubne –
Siret

Ruska –
Ulma

Solotvyno –
Sighetu 
Marmatiei

Khyzha –
Tarn Mare

Shibene –
Poenile de 
Sub-Munte

Bagrynivka –
Vicsani

Vadul Siret  –
Vicsani

Dilove –
Valea Viseului   

12 Dyakove –
Halmeu

Railway BCP, has been operating 
continuously since 2006
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BCP NAME 
(Ukraine/Romania)

RE-
GION#

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

BCP 
DESCRIPTION

CHALLENGES AS OF 
03/31/2023

A simplified railway BCP opened 
in 1992. Currently not operational

In 2022, the tracks on the Ukrainian 
side have been restored. The tracks on 
the Romanian side need restoration. 
In the short term, there is not enough 
traffic to commence cargo traffic

There is a limited ferry service. 
The construction of a bridge across the 
Danube River is not being considered

Railway BCP initially opened in 1996, 
but closed in 2008 at the initiative 
of Ukraine

River BCP (local), has been in continuous 
operation since 1996

River BCP (local), has been in continuous 
operation since 1996

River BCP (local), has been in continuous 
operation since 1996

Ferry, sea, and river BCP opened in 1996 
as a river BCP with a status changing 
in 2019.

River BCP (local), opened in 1996. 
Currently not functioning

Pedestrian BCP (local), opened in 1996, 
but was closed by Romania in 2010

Pedestrian BCP (local), opened in 1996. 
Currently not functioning

Pedestrian BCP (local), opened in 1996, 
but was closed by Romania in 2010

Pedestrian BCP (local), opened in 1996. 
Currently not functioning

The possibility of the opening is not 
being discussed

It has been restored on the Romanian 
side. In January 2023, a project for the 
construction of a Vehicle BCP for trucks 
with a dedicated line for fuel supply on
 the Ukrainian side was presented. Verbal 
notes need to be exchanged between 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
and Romania

The construction of the Bila Tserkva-
Sighetu Marmatiei automobile BCP 
began in 2022 on the Romanian side. 
No international agreement has yet 
been concluded
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Kostylivka

Teresva – 
Campulung la 
Tisa    

Vylkove – 
Pereprava

Izmail – 
Plauru

Kilia – 
Chilia Veche

Orlivka –  
Isaccea

Reni – 
Galati

Bila Krynytsia – 
Climauti

Novyi 
Vovchynets – 
Vyshkautsi 

Shepit – 
Izvorele Sucevei

Bila Tserkva – 
Sighet
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